Small Group Questionnaire

Name (optional) - please reply individually and not as a couple ………………………………………………………………
Please answer all questions that apply – even if you’re not currently involved in a Small Group, we really want to hear your opinion on all questions.
1. Are you part of an Alma Small Group?

Yes or No? …………….
(If Yes which one? ……….. please indicate)

a. Clifton 1 (St John’s Road)

b. Clifton 2 (Apsley Road)

c. East Side (Knowle)

d. Bishopston (Kennington Avenue)
e. Horfield (Highfield Grove)
f. Redland (Harcourt Road)
g. Friday Fellowship (Alma hall)
h. Other …………………………………………………………………………..

2. If you’re not part of an Alma Small Group, why is that?
(tick as many as apply - in order of priority i.e. indicate ‘1’ for most important, ‘2’ for next, etc.)

a. Too busy in midweek with other social activities
b. Too tired because of work

c. Never thought about it
d. Don’t feel a need for it

e. Don’t know what Small Group’s are for

f. Don’t know how to get involved

g. Family commitments
h. Find small groups difficult
i. Been along to one and didn’t get much from it

j. Other (please say what) …………………………………………………………

3. If you’re part of a Small Group, what do you like about it?
(tick as many as apply - in order of priority i.e. indicate ‘1’ for most important, ‘2’ for next, etc.)


a. Getting to know a small number of people really well

b. Studying the Bible

c. Praying for each other

d. Sharing with each other

e. Worship (singing together)

f. Socials

g. Practical support of each other

h. Supporting missionaries through regular contact
i. Other (please say what?) …………………………………………………………..

4. Whether you’re in one or not, how do you think Small Groups should contribute to church life?
(tick as many as apply - in order of priority i.e. indicate ‘1’ for most important, ‘2’ for next, etc.)

a. Bible study

b. Praying for/with each other

c. Socials

d. Eating together and spending time in the ‘every day’ things of life

e. Worship (singing together)

f. Missionary contact/support

g. Discussing topical issues
h. Getting to know people better – building close friendships
i. Practical support

j. Going on outings together

k. Inter Small Group activities

l. More regular time for communion

m. Other (please say what?) …………………………………………………………………………..

5. How do you think Small Groups should operate and be organised?
(tick as many as apply - in order of priority i.e. indicate ‘1’ for most important, ‘2’ for next, etc.)

a. Leadership Team sets agenda

b. Occasional same topics studied (i.e. all Small Groups study the same topic) or common themes explored across all Groups

c. Autonomy (i.e. Small Group decide their own agenda)

d. Occasional church get-togethers (e.g. to focus on topics as a church and temporarily stop Small Groups for a week or two)

e. Shared responsibility for running Small Group, i.e. everybody does something
f. Small Group leaders do most of the leading
g. Other (please state?) …………………………………………………………………………………..

6. What changes would you like to see in Alma Small Groups?
(tick as many as apply - in order of priority i.e. indicate ‘1’ for most important, ‘2’ for next, etc.)

a. Swap between Groups every year or two

b. More structured leadership

c. More shared leadership in Group

d. More Groups created

e. Size of Groups made more consistent

f. More organized content
g. Groups based more around geographical spread of Alma members

h. None

i. Other (please say what?) ………………………………………………………………………….

7. If you’re not currently involved in a Small Group, would you like to get involved in one?
(tick as many as apply - in order of priority i.e. indicate ‘1’ for most important, ‘2’ for next, etc.)

a. No

b. Yes

c. On an occasional basis

d. Like to visit different ones

e. As an ‘acquaintance’ rather than attend regularly
f. If there was one closer to where I live

g. Not sure – can I find out more?

h. Other (please specify?) …………………………………………………………………………..

8. Do you think we should communicate more about Small Groups?


a. No need

b. Yes (tick as many as apply)
i. Each Group to share occasionally in Sunday morning services

ii. Occasional Alma Mail information

iii. Termly update on agenda of what’s happening in each Group
iv. Updated information in Alma foyer

v. Small Group Sunday every term to publicise Small Group activity

vi. Always talk about Small Groups at New to Alma events

vii. Put map of Bristol at back of church with Small Group locations indicated along with were members live

9. Would you be willing to serve as a Small Group leader? (training & mentoring given) – please answer even if you are an existing Small Group leader.


a. Yes

b. No

10. What else would you like to say about Small Groups?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Please return to email: admin.alma@virgin.net or put in box at back of church
